Oral melanotic macules that develop after radiation therapy.
External beam radiotherapy treatment of malignant conditions in the head and neck can give rise to several adverse oral effects if the oral or salivary tissues are within the field of beam. We report on a patient with widespread oral melanotic hyperpigmentation that developed after a course of radiotherapy for metastatic carcinoma in the cervical lymph nodes. As no other local or systemic cause was evident it is possible this abnormal hyperpigmentation was a result of the radiotherapy. The development of oral melanotic macules as a consequence of radiotherapy has not been previously described.